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Industrial Workers of the World 

The working class and the employing class have nothing in common. 
There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are found among 
millions of working people and the few, who make up the employing class, 
have all the good things of life. 

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the workers of 
the world organize as a class, take possession of the earth and the 
machinery of production, and abolish the wage system. 

We find that the centering of the management of industries into fewer 
and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with the ever 
growing power of the employing class. The trade unions foster a state of 
affairs which allows one set of workers to be pitted against another set of 
workers in the same industry, thereby helping defeat one another in wage 
wars. Moreover, the trade unions aid the employing class to mislead the 
workers into the belief that the working class have interests in common with 
their employers. 

These conditions can be changed and the interest of the working 
class upheld only by an organization formed in such a way that all its 
members in any one industry, or in alt industries if necessary, cease work 
whenever a strike or lockout is on in any department thereof, thus making 
an injury to one an injury to all. 

Instead of the conservative motto, "A fair day's wage for a fair day's 
work," we must inscribe on our banner the revolutionary watchword, 
"Abolition of the wage system. " 

It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with 
capitalism The army of production must be organized, not only for the 
everyday struggle with capitalists, but also to carry on production when 
capitalism shall have been overthrown. By organizing industnally we are 
forming the structure of the new society within the shell of the old. 

Direct Democracy Direct Action 

Low Dues 

Join the IWW TodayI 

If you are a common worker, student, or retiree looking to organize for 
a better world, at the jobsite or in your community, the IWW .s for you. The 
IWW is a revolutionary labor union that has been fighting for 90 years to 
build freedom and abolish wage slavery. 

Dues are minimal ($3 to $12 per month based on income) and go to 
facilitate communication and organizing among IWW members and groups 
around the world. 

To join or for more information about local contacts write or call us 
with your name, address and phone number at the address behind the title 
page of this pamphlet. 
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Women and Imprisonment in the United States — 
History and Current Reality 

The call us bandits, yet every time most Black people pick 
up our paychecks, we are being robbed. Every time we 
walk into a store in our neighborhood, we are being held 
up. And every time we pay our rent, the landlord sticks a 
gun into our ribs. 

— Assata Shakur, 1972 

These people in this judicial system, their concern is not 
for justice, as the claim. That is what they come in disguise 
of, to strip the people of everything. When I say strip, I 
mean rob, murder, exploit, intimidate, harass, persecute, 
everything to destroy the mind and body. They seek to take 
a person and make a complete vegetable of them. 

— Ruchell Cinque Magee, 1974 

Prisons serve the same purpose for women as they do for men; 
they are instruments of social control. However, the imprisonment of 
women, as well as all the other aspects of our lives, takes place 
against a backdrop of patriarchal relationships. We refer here to Gerda 
Lerner's definition of patriarchy: "The manifestation and 
institutionalization of male dominance over women and children in the 
family and the extension of male dominance over women in society in 
general. It implies that men hold power in all the important 
institutions of society and that women are deprived of access to such 
power." 1 Therefore, the imprisonment of women in the U.S. has 
always been a different phenomenon than that for men; the 
proportion of women in prison has always differed from that of men; 
women have traditionally been sent to prison for different reasons; 
and once in prison, they endure different conditions of incarceration. 
Women's "crimes'* have often had a sexual definition and been rooted 
in the patriarchal double standard. Furthermore, the nature of 
women's imprisonment reflects the position of women in society. 

In an effort to examine these issues further, this essay explores 
how prisons have historically served to enforce and reinforce 
women's traditional roles, to foster dependency and passivity, bearing 
in mind that it is not just incarcerated women who are affected. 
Rather, the social stigma and conditions of incarceration serve as a 
warning to women to stay within the "proper female sphere." 
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